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It’s not how you start that counts – it’s how you finish!

Acts 28 ends with Paul in jail in Rome for two years – awaiting trial before Emperor Nero.

We can pretty well piece together the events that happened after Acts 28 based on:
#1 – Comments Paul makes in his last New Testament letters (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus).
#2 – Information we get from two early Church Fathers: Eusebius (350 A.D.) and Clement of Rome (100 A.D.).
After two years of waiting, Paul finally stood trial before Nero and was acquitted.

2 Timothy 4:6, “At my first defense, the Lord stood by my side and I was delivered from the lion’s mouth.”
“Delivered from the lion’s mouth” is not referring to the practice of throwing Christians to the lions in the Colosseum in Rome.
- In 62 A.D, the Roman Empire had not started killing Christians yet.
- In 62 A.D., the Colosseum had not been built yet.
Being “delivered from the lion’s mouth” was just an expression for being set free by Nero.
After his release by Nero in 62 A.D.:
#1 – Paul, Timothy, and Titus went to Crete

Titus 1:5, “The reason I left you in Crete was so that you might appoint elders in every town as I directed you.”
After his release by Nero in 62 A.D.:
#2 – Paul and Timothy then returned to Ephesus – where Paul left Timothy and continued alone.

1 Timothy 1:3, “As I urged you when I left for Macedonia (Philippi), stay there in Ephesus that you may instruct certain men not
to teach false doctrines any longer.”
After his release by Nero in 62 A.D.:
#3 – Paul went to Spain by way of Philippi.

“Paul reached the limit of the West.” – Clement of Rome, 100 A.D.
After his release by Nero in 62 A.D.:
#4 – Nero apprehended Paul and Peter (64 A.D.) and brought them to Rome.

After his release by Nero in 62 A.D.:
#5 – In 66 A.D., Nero killed Paul and Peter in Rome.

Eusebius [Ecclesiastical History], “Paul is therefore said to have been beheaded in Rome on the Ostian Way.”

“Peter suffered martyrdom at the same time . . . he was crucified with his head downward, having requested to suffer this
way.”- Eusebius

SO WHAT?

2 Timothy 4:6, “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering and the time of my departure has come.”
2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
- In 34 A.D. – I started the race well on the road to Damascus.
- In 66 A.D. – by God’s grace, I am finishing the race well.
“Please pray that I finish well for the Lord.”
No matter what age we are – as a follower of Jesus – you need to be thinking about the “finish line” as well!
Suggestion #1 – Stay vitally connected to the written Word of God.

Hebrews 4:12, “For the Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword . . . and able to judge the
thoughts and intents of our hearts.”
There is supernatural power in the written Word of God!
1st – Helps us keep our life clean and pure from sin.

Psalm 119:9, “How can a young person keep their way pure? By taking heed according to Your Word.”
Psalm 119:11, “Your Word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee.”
2nd – Provides spiritual guidance.

Psalm 119:105, “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
3rd – Warns us so we don’t step into the enemy’s schemes and traps.

Psalm 19:8, “The commands of the Lord are pure, giving light to the eyes . . . by them your servant is warned.”
Psalm 119:98, “Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies. I have more insight than all my teachers, because I
meditate on Your statutes.”
The believer who wants to finish well is the believer who’s deep into God’s written Word.
Suggestion #2 – Don’t underestimate your evil heart.
“The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves” (Julius Caesar, Acts 1, scene 2).

Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.”
The minute you and I begin to underestimate the evil that lurks in our hearts is the minute we open ourselves up to disaster.

Proverbs 15:11, “Sheol and Abaddon (hell) lie open before the Lord, how much more the hearts of men!”
Psalm 26:2, “Examine me, O Lord, and try me; test my mind and my heart.”
Psalm 139:23 – 24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart . . . and see if there be any wicked way in me.”
The believer who wants to finish well is the believer who asks God everyday to reveal to them the evil in their hearts (“to save
me from myself!”).
Suggestion #3 – Don’t overestimate yourself.

Romans 12:3, “Do not think more highly of yourself than you ought, but use sober judgement (about yourself).”
When we inflate our importance, we begin to think that we are “above the rules,” which is a sure formula for spiritual
disaster!

[Their success] “. . . created a level of arrogance at which they ceased following rules . . . They began to see selves as masters
of the universe . . . That was really their undoing.” – Steven Berglas
“What’s missing in these people is deep community and religious activity . . . Their only antidote is to go be part of a
community. Lose your identity in a group. When you do that, you don’t take advantage of people, you don’t exploit people.
The healthiest people have this commitment.” – Steven Berglas
Suggestion #4 – Consider the consequences beforehand.

Proverbs 22:3, “A wise man sees danger coming and gets out of the way, but a fool just keeps going and suffers for it.”
Ultimately – it’s only by God’s grace and mercy that any of us finish well as believers.
Suggestion #1 – Stay vitally connected to the written Word of God.
Suggestion #2 – Don’t underestimate your evil heart.
Suggestion #3 – Don’t overestimate yourself.
Suggestion #4 – Consider the consequences beforehand.

